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5) __ Potential district not known at this time: feature would be a contributing element if
neighboring properties constitute a district
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relationship to the site/complex/farmstead
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DESCRIPTION/INTEGRITY/ELIGIBILITY

This is a country schoolhouse that has been moved to the west side of the farmstead and used for
storage. The wood frame building has been set on a foundation of poured concrete. Its windows
have been covered over. The gable roof, covered with asphalt shingles, has been patched with
sheet metal. The main entry of the schoolhouse has been removed and opened up with a large
door for vehicle access.

The relocation and modification of this schoolhouse damage its integrity and make it ineligible
for the National Register.

Urban Legal Description
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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DESCRIPTION/INTEGRITY/ELIGIBILITY

This is another country schoolhouse moved to the southwest comer of the farmstead and
converted into a granary. It is a wood frame building on a foundation of concrete piers. The
windows have been boarded up. The original entry of the school faces south. Openings have
been cut into the roofto admit grain. Iron rods have been inserted through the walls and
tightened inside to brace the building.

The relocation and modification of the schoolhouse damage its integrity and make it ineligible

for the National Register.

Urban Legal Description
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Elmer Eien was bom on this place. Eleanor was bom in Canada. Her father, from Wisconsin,
"had itchy feet," headed for the Peace River country, met her mother in Saskatchewan, moved
back to Wisconsin, but, she says, "had been on the prairie too long, couldn't take the trees
anymore," and so moved out to the Scranton area in Bowman County. Elmer's father and
mother, homesteaders, were Erick and Pemella Eien from Norway. He married Pemella in lowa.

They took up this homestead in 1904 and proved it up in 1907. There followed the series of
additions as described in the site form.

Eleanor says, "we should be retired, but he's out there summer-fallowing right now. He's got his
feet in the soil."”

In the living room of the new house is a fireplace made of petrified wood and of other rocks that
Eleanor picked up in the fields. She did this when she was summer-fallowing. Elmer would say,
"work that summer fallow, don't be picking up those rocks!" Eleanor would say, "if you picked
them up, | wouldn't have to!" Eleanor says, "I always did the summer-fallowing;" also, "I always
wanted a fireplace.”
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Photographic Coverage, Historic Architectural Survey of Bowman County, 1997
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